

	May 17, 2010
Having just returned from the FMA Board of Governors and Council Days spring meeting, I'll keep this 40th President's Report fairly brief. First, an announcement: Now that the 2010 Florida Legislative Session has ended, these reports will return to their regular Friday publication schedule on May 21. 

As I mentioned last week, legislative advocacy on behalf of the medical profession — especially at the state level — is one of the FMA's most important duties. This past session produced a number of egregious proposals that would have undermined medical practice in Florida. However, your FMA was successful in defeating those initiatives, while pushing through measures that will go a long way toward Helping Physicians Practice Medicine. Specifically, we were successful in:
• Exempting medical malpractice premiums from Hurricane Catastrophic (CAT) Fund assessments for another three years (I'll explore this issue further in my next report.);

• Preventing a full-scale managed care takeover while preserving the Medipass system and fee-for-service in Medicaid;

• Helping to craft the Florida Clinical Trials Agreement, which protects patients who enroll in cancer-related clinical trials from losing their routine health insurance coverage (To read more about this historic agreement in the May 2010 issue of Florida Medical Magazine, click here.); and

• Helping to pass a bill that makes it extremely difficult for illicit pill mills to continue operating.

Conversely, the FMA was instrumental in defeating proposals that would have:

• Allowed optometrists, ARNPs and physical therapists to inappropriately expand their scope of practice;

• Allowed social workers, marriage therapists and family therapists to diagnose autism;

• Prevented physicians from collecting full payment from out-of-network PPO patients;

• Ended physicians' use of binding arbitration agreements;

• Increased malpractice insurance premiums by repealing the wrongful death exemption; and

• Ensured lower payment for physicians in automobile injury cases.

Given all the uncertainty and upheaval our profession has faced this past year, I think this list — which is only a summary — speaks volumes about the importance of FMA membership. All year, the FMA is actively engaged in the process that directly affects your ability to treat patients. This advocacy is invaluable, and your continued support makes it possible. 

Until Friday, as we Help Physicians Practice Medicine, I remain 


James B. Dolan, MD
President, Florida Medical Association



	

	


