What’s New with the Florida Board of Medicine
License Renewal
Because renewal is so important and can also be confusing, this article will talk about the various requirements for renewal.  As you know, half of our licensees renew in the even years and the other half in the odd years.  Your license is valid for two years.  That’s the easy part. 
There are three (3) ways to renew your license:

· Online at www.FLHealthSource.com. The advantage of renewing online is that you can print a temporary certificate.  
· Paper renewal (obtained online) from same web site 

· Walk-in service at 4042 Bald Cypress Way, Tallahassee, FL  from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm  Monday – Friday 
Requirements for renewal
First, it is imperative that you maintain your current practice address with the Board.  Why?  Because in October we send reminder postcards to all physicians whose licenses expire January 31st of the following year.  If you do not have your current address on file, then you may not get the postcard and you may not renew on time.  What is so important about renewing on time?  

· Late renewals mean working on a delinquent license
· Working on a delinquent license may mean insurance carriers will not reimburse you for services rendered while your license was delinquent 

· Practicing on a delinquent license is a criminal offense
So, you complete the renewal form, whether you do that online, in person or by using the paper option.  You pay your fees.  You attest that you have completed your CME requirements.  You complete the mandatory physician workforce survey.  And finally, you update the Board regarding your financial responsibility.  Now let’s break this down.  

Completing the form and paying fees are pretty standard.  By renewing you are saying that you have actively practiced two (2) of the immediately preceding four (4) years.  This is called the active practice requirement.  What does active practice mean?  It means you have been practicing medicine, have been on the active teaching faculty of an accredited medial school, or you have been employment by a governmental entity in community or public health or practicing administrative medicine.  

CME requirements are audited, so when you attest that you completed all CME requirements, be sure that you have and that you have maintained copies of your certificates in case you are audited.  The requirements include: 
· First time renewal: 1 hour HIV/AIDS plus 2 hours in the prevention of medical errors

· Second and subsequent renewals: 38 hours general CME plus 2 hours in the prevention of medical errors

· Every third renewal: 37 hours general CME plus 2 hours in the prevention of medical errors and 1 hour in domestic violence 

It is very important that you understand the prevention of medical errors course has specific requirements including a study of root cause analysis, error reduction, prevention and patient safety, and the 5 most mis-diagnosed medical conditions in Florida during the previous biennium and those conditions are:

· cancer

· cardiac

· acute abdomen

· timely diagnosis of surgical complications

· stroke and related cranial conditions

They are many ways to obtain CME credit including volunteering and attendance at Board Meetings.  All of these methods are outlined in Rule 64B8-13.005, Florida Administrative Code.  In addition, there is a chart on our web site which assists licensees in determining the third renewal period. 
Also at renewal, you are required to select which financial responsibility best fits your situation.  If you are not exempt, the options are:
· I do not have staff privileges and I have obtained medical malpractice coverage in an amount not less than $100,000 per claim with a minimum annual aggregate of not less than $300,000 from an authorized insurer.
· I do have staff privileges and I have medical malpractice coverage in an amount not less than $250,000 per claim with a minimum aggregate of not less than $750,000 from an authorized insurer.

· I do not have staff privileges and I have established an irrevocable letter of credit or an escrow account in an amount of $100,000/$300,000.
· I have staff privileges and I have established an irrevocable letter of credit or an escrow account in an amount of $300,000/$750,000.

· I have elected not to carry medical malpractice insurance; however, I agree to satisfy any judgment up to the minimum amounts.  This requires the posting of a sign to advise your patients that you are not carrying medical malpractice coverage.
In addition to the selections above, there are 5 exemptions.  The exemptions and the form are available for download on our web site.  
In 2007, the State Legislature required that all physicians complete the Physicians Workforce Survey every renewal.  This is a mandatory requirement.  The Department of Health will use this information to make regulatory decisions concerning health care in our state.  If you forget to do the survey, we will send you a reminder letter.  If you still fail to complete the survey, you could be fined.  Better to do your part and complete the survey.  
Even though you should be making updates to the profile within 15 days of any change, renewal is a good time to review your profile and make sure it remains accurate.  

Status changes 
At renewal you have a few choices.  You can renew active, inactive or retired.  If you fail to renew, your license goes delinquent.  All of these status’ can be reactivated.  However, if you fail to renew during the next renewal cycle, your license will go null and void and you will be required to reapply for licensure to practice in Florida. 
So, what is the difference between inactive and retired?  The table below, created by JoAnne Trexler, Regulatory Supervisor/Consultant in the Board Office, explains the differences:
	RETIRED
	INACTIVE

	· Pay a one-time fee of $55.00 during the renewal period and $155 outside of the renewal.

· The Board will no longer contact you regarding your license.

· You cannot practice medicine on any patients, including family members and this includes a prohibition from writing prescriptions
	· Renew your license every two years

· Pay the $250.00 annual assessment fee to NICA

· You cannot write prescriptions

	REACTIVATION RETIRED LICENSE
	REACTIVATING INACTIVE LICENSE

	· Submit a signed written request to convert your retired status license to an active status.

· Pay any renewal fees imposed on an active status license for all biennial licensure periods during which the license was on retired status.

· Pay the current reactivation and any applicable licensure fees.

· Submit proof of completing 20 hours of CME for each year the license was in the retired status.

· Submit a completed Financial Responsibility form.

· Account for any activities related to the practice of medicine during the period that the license was on inactive status or not practicing in another jurisdiction. 

· Establish an absence of malpractice or disciplinary actions pending in any jurisdiction.

· Successfully pass the SPEX exam if you have not practiced medicine in another jurisdiction for five or more years.
	· Submit a signed written request to convert your inactive status license to an active status.

· Pay current reactivation and any applicable licensure fees.

· Account for any activities related to the practice of medicine during the period that the license was on the inactive status or not practicing in another jurisdiction. 

· Establish an absence of malpractice or disciplinary actions pending in any jurisdiction.

· Submit proof of completing 20 hours of CME for each year the license was inactive

· Submit a completed Financial Responsibility form.

· Successfully pass the SPEX exam if you have not practiced medicine in another jurisdiction for 2-years out of the immediate 4-years




The only other status available, should you decide that you no longer wish to practice in Florida, is to administratively relinquish your license.  The only requirement is that you do not have any open pending complaints or disciplinary action on your license.  Also, keep in mind if you relinquish in this way, you would be required to reapply for licensure to practice in Florida.  
Where do you find the laws and rules?
Florida Statutes (laws): http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm 
Florida Administrative Code (Rules): http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm 
The Board of Medicine’s Web Board has changed.  The old site is no longer available. For a no-cost, automatic e-mail of every new item put on the Board website, you can subscribe and unsubscribe by going to this web site:
http://flems.doh.state.fl.us/mailman/listinfo/boardofmedicine
Author: 

Crystal A. Sanford, CPM
Program Operations Administrator

Florida Board of Medicine  

www.FLHealthSource.com 

